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Ford Stresses Support 


WASHINGTON, April 


STAT 


j President Ford made an impas- rVve "ncc'Versuadedj 
jsioned appeal to Congress' tn-..Vr. 'F n ri mat th p -v r have~ ar- ! 
r t j ~ a • • ^ no ^. a -‘ ov/ lls ir.yesri-nnscd a secure ?rd responsible j 

0 / Intelligence Agencies telligcnce community to destroy; view-in 2.* :Ve dccumer.tT. ^ 1 

‘ ■ j national security or harm the: The -President’s warning j 

effectiveness of the Central; made during his address to a. 
intelligence Agency. join: session of Congress, came' 

At one point he departed: after he had dealt with Vietnam 
from his prepared text to issue: aPiC j economic matters, 
a deeply personal vote of con- In a world where information 
ndence in the agency. ‘The : s power.’* the President said 
C.I.A. was of maximum im- :I „ hi* n-^arwi text, "a vital 


By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK 

Special to Tht »ur York Tmti 


( 


portance to Presidents before* e j err?n: * cr *‘ our nationail secur- 
me, he said. C.I.A. has been ;j* v \^ s 0 ur intelligence serv- • 
of maximum importance to me.: c ' es . Th , ; ,. are as essential to> 
.the C.I.A. and its asso-i our nation’s security in peace j 
.ciated intelligence orgamza- as j n v/ar • • 

jtions could be of maximum! “A-^ericms c*n be grateful 
-importance to some of you in* for * t he ‘important, but largely 
this audience who might be unsung. contributions and! 
President at some later date, ’achievements of the intelli* 
Strongest Indication ger.ce services of this nation. J 
Tonight's speech by the; “It is entirely proper that; 
President was the strongest in-- this system be subject to Con- t 
dication to date that he did r.otigressibnai review. But a. sensa- 
plan to accede to every request! tionaiized public debate over 
for data mad£ by Congressional; legitimate intelligence activities 
committees looking into the: is a disservice to this nation 
intelligence apparatus. and a threat to our intelligence 

Then he added: “I think it system. I: ties our hands while 
would be a catastrophic for the our potential enemies operate 
Congress, or anyone else, to with secrecy, skill and vast re- • 
destroy the usefulness by dis- sources. Any investigation must ■ 
mantling in effect our inteili- be conducted with maximum i 
gence system upon which we discretion and dispatch, to 
rest so heavily." avoid crippling a vital national 

The President’s remarks on institution." he said, 
the agency drew the loudest ap- It v *'as at this point that Mr. 
plause of any portion of his Ford departed from the text to 
speech, although the applause make his remarks on the C.I.A. 
seemed to come mainiv from “As Cor.gres oversees inteili- 
the Republican members of gence activities, it must or- . 
both Houses. The extemporane- . S an * ze . itself to do so in a] 
ous portions seemed aimed di- responible wav. it has been ' 
rectly at members of the Senate traditions* ror the executive to ■ 
Select Comittee on Intelligence consult with the. Congress 
and its chairman. Senator Frank tnrougn specially protected 
Church, Democrat of Idaho. It procedures that safeguarded 
was only yesterday that the essentia l secrets, 
committee sent a letter to the I Promises Cooperation 
President asking him to expe-; .. Bu . rece „ t iy thosei proce . ; 
dite his. cooperation. ... dures have been altered in a'. 



growing concern" within the the leaders of ^ House 
White House over the ability senate to devise procedures 
of the Senate Select Committee v .-hich will meet the needs of ■ 
on Intelligence to maintain the congress for review and 
the security of the material i the need3 of the nation for a “ 

hoped to get from the Central effective intelligent service ” 
Intelligence Agency and other The svslem of consultations ' 
departments. 'between the executive and f 

We are understandably congress over intelligent mat- 
nervous about security," - ■* ® 

source said, 4, f 

procedures Jo r recent criticism. It was a svs- 

, monts. He said that the Ad- tem vherebv C.I.A. officials 
'ministration hoped in some in- and others with top inteU->enr C 
stances mat the material responsibilities conducted se- 

ei brierinzs for seiseted 


it security, L.e ters k 3s ver y system f 

•particularly the that has come under so much 
r . handling docu- recent criticism. It was a svs- . 


sought bv the committee could 
be read in its, present location 
and not transferred to the com- 
mittee... 

There were other materials, 
this source said, that were so 
sensitive that it might be be it 
for only the chairman and vice 
chairman of the committee r c 
see them. And source 1 ii-»i 
not ru!e out the possibility 
that there might be documents 
“so terrible that nobody shou.d 
see them." 

It was clear from the 


cret oncrmzs ior seiscted sen- 
ior members of four separate 
Congressional committees. 

Although there have been ’ 
few charges cf national secur- 
ity matters being leaked as a 
result of this type cf exchange, . 
many in Congress believe mat « 
it also deprived them of a way * 
to control the operations cf in- 
telliaence agencies, moreover . 
there have' been repeated 
charges, with considerable evi- 
dence, tha: Government orfi- * 

♦ r*!?- H-V.'a Iron -rs f J - 1 a COfl^rCSS 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/22 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100070101-4 



